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EXPLORE SOUTHERNMOST ILLINOIS THIS SEASONI

LET'S GO >»

Spring has arrived in Southernmost lllinois, bringing fresh blooms, longer days, and new
reasons to explore. It's the perfect season to refresh your routine, reconnect with nature, and
rediscover the places and experiences that make this region special. From outdoor adventures

to meaningful community moments, there’s something waiting to awaken your spring.
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FAMIY-FRIENDLY FRESH AIR ADVENTURES g

Spring is calling the whole family outdoors! Wander the scenic overlooks at Millstone Bluff,
find waterfalls at Ferne Clyffe, and take in the sweeping views at Garden of the Gods
Observation Trail. Explore Giant City State Park’s iconic rock formations or take an adventure
over Pomona Natural Bridge.

If you haven't heard, the Wetland Center at the Cache River State Natural Area has reopened!
Explore its interactive exhibits, learn about this rare cypress-tupelo swamp ecosystem, and
experience nature up close.

Wildflowers begin to bloom, wildlife becomes more active, and spring temperatures make
exploring the outdoors comfortable and enjoyable. Pack a picnic, bring your camera, and turn a
simple walk into a full day of family adventure.
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Longer days and warmer weather make spring the ideal time to take a solo trip and reconnect
with the outdoors. Saddle up for a peaceful horseback ride, cast a line in a quiet fishing spot,
or spend the afternoon exploring gorgeous, scenic landscapes. Spring is waterfall season in
Shawnee Forest Country, making it the perfect time to tie on your boots, wear light layers, and
follow the sound of rushing water to find picturesque falls.

For even more ideas, visit southernmostillinois.com, where you'll find ample resources

highlighting outdoor adventures across all ten southernmost lllinois counties. Whether you're
seeking adventure or tranquility, Shawnee Forest Country offers the perfect reset this season.
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SIPINTO SPRINGTIME ¥

Trade the beach crowds for rolling hills and vineyard views
with an adults-only spring getaway along the Shawnee Hills
Wine Trail! Spend afternoons sampling award-winning
wines, relaxing on patios, and dancing to live music.

Want a more structured plan? Attend a Wine & Food Pairing
Weekend! Sip, savor, and enjoy delicious small plates
selected to complement different styles of lllinois wine.
Four pairing weekends are scheduled throughout 2026.

Turn your tasting trip into a true escape by booking a cozy
cabin, boutique inn, or countryside lodge nearby. It's the
perfect way to unwind, reconnect, and indulge in style.
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UNIQUE SPRINGTIME EXPERIENCES

Spring in Southernmost lllinois brings truly memorable moments. If you're looking for
unique experiences that spark curiosity, leave you in awe, and make for incredible photos,
you're in the right place. A few of our favorite springtime experiences include:

Each spring and fall, Snake Road closes briefly to allow hundreds of migrating snakes to
safely cross between the bluffs and wetlands. This rare natural phenomenon that draws
wildlife enthusiasts from across the country.

For a peaceful adventure, guided evening paddles with Cache Bayou Outfitters let you
drift through ancient cypress and tupelo swamps as the sun sets and wildlife comes alive.

INSIDER TIP: Be the first to know about Daffodil Hill at Rendleman Orchards, a private
springtime experience to see fields of bright daffodils burst into bloom, creating gorgeous
photo opportunities, by following them on Facebook or Instagram.
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SPRING CLEANING WITH A PURPOSE +”

Spring is the perfect time to refresh your home and your heart. As you declutter closets
and clear out storage spaces, consider donating gently used items to places like The
Survivor Empowerment Center and other local charities. Your donations help neighbors in
need while giving your items a meaningful second life.

Looking to make a direct impact on nature? Join one of the monthly Trash Blasts in the

Shawnee National Forest and help keep our trails and natural areas clean and beautiful.

It's a simple way to care for the places we love while connecting with others who value
community and conservation.
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UPCOMING EVENTS YOU
DON'T WANT TO MISS

3/7| MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVAL . :
3/71 WOMEN'S CONFERENCE =\
3/771 SOUTHERN ILLINOIS OUTDOOR SUMMIT Vi
3/728 WOMEN'S HEALTH NATURALLY EXPO

L/5  EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE

L/||  GEM, MINERAL, JEWELRY SHOW
L/|9 FAMILY ECO FESTIVAL
L/75 OAK STREET ART FAIR

5/7  SHAWNEE HILLS POTTERY TRAIL
5/73 MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE

GXPLORE MORE LOCAL EVENTS 0)

There's all this and more in Southernmost lllinois! Plan your perfect spring getaway,
weekend adventure, or week-long holiday vacation by visiting southernmostillinois.com.

#Y E S S | T B Tag us on your posts and use #yesSITB to be featured on
our social pages and future newsletters!

WERE YOU FORWARDED THIS EMAIL?
SIGN UP TO RECEIVE YOUR OWN!
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TELL US WHAT YOU THINK OF THE SPRING NEWSLETTER

Take the survey >
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